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in late May, the Foundation 
was delighted to host a special 
ceremony and party celebrat-

ing the planting of 15 new cherry 
trees in the Arboretum. The trees 
were purchased with grant money 
provided to the University of 
Washington by the people of Japan 
in commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of Japan’s gift of 
3,000 cherry trees to Washington, 
D.C.—famously planted in our 
capital city’s Tidal Basin. 

Fourteen of the Arboretum’s 
new cherry trees (mentioned in 
the spring edition of GroundWork) 
have been planted along Azalea 
Way. One of the trees was 
planted in the courtyard outside 
the Seattle Japanese Garden 
gatehouse, which is where the 
main ceremony took place. (An 
informal gathering of dignitar-
ies took place next to one of the 
new young trees—a specimen of 
Prunus × yedoensis ‘Akebono’—at 
the north end of Azalea Way 
shortly before the ceremony 
began.)

Foundation Board President 
Craig Trueblood emceed the 
ceremony. Guest speakers 
included Seattle Japanese Consul 

General Mashiro Omura, Seattle 
Parks and Recreation  Acting 
Superintendent Christopher 
Williams, and University of 
Washington President Michael 
Young. Following the speeches, 
dignitaries unveiled a plaque next 
to the tree in the courtyard that 
celebrates “the immeasurable 
contributions of Japanese and 
Japanese American communities 
of the State of Washington to the 
friendship between the United 
States and Japan.”

The wonderful event con-
cluded with a traditional koto 
musical performance by Seattle 
Miyagi Kai, a tea ceremony dem-
onstration by Seattle Tankokai, 
Japanese cuisine by Nishino, 
Japanese confectionary by Tokara, 
and touring of the Japanese 
Garden. Special thanks to 
Foundation board member Diane 
Adachi for all her help putting this 
event together. d

Arboretum Celebrates New Cherry trees

foundation sells Property to wsdot

A s a necessary part of the 520 bridge replacement project, the Foundation has sold a small parcel of property it 
owned at the edge of the Arboretum, adjacent to the MOHAI parking lot, to the Washington State Department 

of Transportation (WSDOT). The Foundation purchased the property in the late 1940s to create a buffer between 
the Arboretum and soon-to-be-built museum. The Foundation and WSDOT negotiated a price of $125,000 for the 
roughly 0.6-acre site, most of which is submerged lake bed. Our board has yet to allocate the money but will most 
likely use it to grow endowment funds to support day-to-day Arboretum programs. d

Above: OfficiAl UNVeiliNg: Dignitaries pose  
for photos in front of the newly unveiled plaque  

celebrating the Arboretum’s new sakura trees and  
Japanese/U.S. friendship.

Below: Time fOr TeA: Volunteer servers  
for the Japanese tea ceremony.

Volunteer Appreciation Partythursday, August 125:30 to 7:30 p.m.Center for Urban HorticultureFor details, see page 6.
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eArly BlOOmerS: Our first plant sale of the year—organized by the 
Plant Donations Nursery and the Pat calvert greenhouse volunteers—

attracted some very youthful green thumbs.

Annual meeting report

the foundation hosted its Annual meeting on 
wednesday, June 18. board President Craig trueblood 

led the proceedings, and speakers included uwbG’s sarah 
reichard, incoming board President Jim reid, and board 
treasurer skip Vonckx. Andy scheffer of seattle Parks 
and recreation presented a lively slide show about the 
new multi-use trail—now renamed the “Arboretum loop 
trail”—that will be constructed here, starting in spring 
2015. members of the foundation staff gave short presen-
tation on our past year’s accomplishments.

the formal proceedings included four new appoint-
ments to the board: leon Gessula, terry holme, Jason 
morse, and Jeanne Peterson. iris wagner received our 
Volunteer legacy Award for her outstanding commitment 
to the Arboretum (see page 6). outgoing president Craig 
trueblood, who will remain on the board for an additional 
term, was recognized for his dedication and leader-
ship over the past three years. At the end of the formal 
gathering, foundation members enjoyed a summer-picnic-
themed meal on the patio of the Visitor’s Center.

cool Plants in the Nursery

looking for some good plants for empty spaces in the 
garden? then head to the Plant donations Nursery in 

the Arboretum. the nursery, which sell raises money for 
the foundation by selling plants donated by local garden-
ers—has a nice selection of hostas, blazing stars (liatris), 
ferns, epimedium, and hardy succulents (sedums and 
sempervivum). the nursery also has lesser quantities 

of summer-blooming daylilies and Crocosmia ‘lucifer’. 
the nursery is located just south of the Graham Visitors 
Center. Volunteers are present on wednesdays and second 
saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., but you can browse the 
nursery at any time and purchase plants at the Gift shop 
(open daily, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).

Hemlock Pest research in the Arboretum

if you’ve recently visited the Arboretum, you may have 
noticed some white mesh bags covering the branches 

of our hemlock trees. what gives? the bags are part of a 
collaborative research project between the university of 
massachusetts, dartmouth, and uw botanic Gardens. 
researchers are trying to determine why the hemlock 
woolly adelgid—an insect causing major damage to 
hemlock forests in the eastern u.s.—is a relatively benign 
herbivore on the west Coast. it may be because western 
hemlock species are more resistant to the bug, or per-
haps because the bug has more natural enemies on the 
west Coast keeping its populations in check. the bags 
in the Arboretum are designed to keep out predators of 
the adelgid, so that the researchers can figure out what’s 

News and Notes

foundation raises Nearly  
$60,000 During giveBig

our yard-sign pledge drive for 
this year’s GivebiG event on 

may 6 worked a charm! more than 
180 donors gave generously to us 
through the seattle foundation website—that’s triple 
the number who gave last year. the total amount 
donated was $37, 540. because so much of this was 
money from new donors, we easily secured an addi-
tional $19,000 in matching funds pledged to us prior to 
the event by private donors. the seattle foundation and 
its event sponsors contributed another $3,127 through 
the GivebiG “stretch pool” of pro-rated matching 
funds—taking our total this year to $59,667. thanks to 
all our fabulous donors for their support!! Your gifts will 
help us to sustain and enhance the Arboretum and its 
environmental education programs in the coming year. 
A special thanks to Pat and marcus meier, who made 
$10,000 in matching funds available. thanks also to 
three other very generous donors, who together pledged 
the additional $9,000 in matching funds.
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happening here and hopefully apply the results to the management of pest 
populations in the east.

Sunday Tours: Hydrangeas, ethnobotany, and more

the themes for this summer’s free weekend walk tours at the Arboretum 
have been decided. the July tours will focus on the many beautiful and 

unusual hydrangeas in the collection; the theme for August will be native plants 
and how the salish peoples used them for everything from clothing to transpor-
tation; in september, the focus will be on the amazing variety of fruits and nuts 
that have developed in the Arboretum over the summer. the tours take place 
every sunday, from 1 to 2:30 p.m., and start at the Graham Visitors Center.

commemorating citizen Activism

in June, a team of local 
artists called re-Collective 

created an art installation 
on one of the soon-to-be-
removed “ramps to nowhere” 
in the Arboretum wetlands. 
the team wrapped one the 
ramp’s support piers in mir-
rored plastic so that the piers 
would reflect the watery sur-
roundings and “disappear.” 
the temporary installation 
commemorates the citizen 
activism in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s that halted the con-
struction of the r.h. thomson 
expressway through the Arboretum. 

in related news, this April the foundation board and the Arboretum botanical 
Garden Committee voted to support a local grassroots effort to preserve some 
pieces of the “ramps to nowhere” during the 520 bridge replacement and use 
them to create a memorial to the expressway activists. the commemorative fea-
ture will be built in the new North entry of the Arboretum, once the final phases of 
bridge construction and wetland restoration are completed. 

foundation Board Supports legacy Plan

At its monthly meeting in April, the foundation board of directors heard pre-
sentations from local advocates on the pros and cons of the city’s proposed 

new Parks legacy Plan. the plan—which will be on the August 4, 2014 primary 
election ballot—is designed to create a sustainable funding source to repair, 
maintain, and restore basic services at the City’s parks, community centers, 
and regional attractions such as the woodland Park Zoo and seattle Aquarium. 
residents will vote on whether or not to create a new “park district,” governed 
by the City Council, to collect property taxes that will fund seattle Parks and 
recreation’s enormous backlog of major maintenance projects (estimated at 
$267 million in 2014), as well as other investment initiatives. the foundation 
board voted to support the plan. for more information on the plan, visit http://
www.seattle.gov/parks/legacy/. d

what’s 
happening
Arboretum Walks & Talks

first thursdays, 4—6:30 pm

July 3, August 7, september 4
Arbor Circle, legacy Circle,  

steward-level members,  
plus guests

Japanese garden events
sunday, July 6, 1 to 5 pm—tanabata

saturday, August 9, 2 to 5 pm—
wandering & wondering

saturday, August 23, 7 to 10 pm—
moon Viewing

see page 7

—oNGoiNG eVeNts—

guided Arboretum Walks (free)
every sunday, 1—2:30 pm

GVC lobby
Call 206-543-8800 to confirm

master gardeners clinic
saturdays/sundays, noon—4 pm

GVC lobby

Native Plants Study group
4th mondays, 10 am—noon 

All events occur at the Graham Visitors 
Center unless otherwise noted. Call 206-
543-8800 for information on Arboretum 
events; 206-543-8801 for family and youth 
education programs or guided walks; 206-
685-8033 for adult learning opportunities.

ArBOreTUm PlANT SAleS

Pat calvert greenhouse: year round.
Plant Donations Nursery: 

April—October
Purchase plants at the Arboretum 

Shop Open daily 10 am—4 pm

VOlUNTeerS PreSeNT 
greenhouse: Tuesdays/Thursdays 

10 am—NooN

Nursery: Wednesdays/2nd Saturdays 
10 am—2 pm

gATe TO NOWHere: Boaters on lake Washington  
admiring the commemorative art installation.
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Stewards grant renewed

we are very happy to announce that the Pendleton 
and elisabeth Carey miller Charitable foundation 

has renewed its grant of $20,000 to support the Garden 
stewards program for another year. this grant funds 
two-thirds of the annual costs of the program, which was 
begun in fall 2011 and has so far recruited 60 volunteers to 
assist Arboretum staff in the care and maintenance of plant 

collections on Azalea way and in the Pacific Connections 
Garden. our sincere thanks to the miller foundation for its 
generous gift!

foundation Hires New finance manager

we are also very happy to announce that we have a brand 
new finance manager, Gary wortzel. Gary took over 

from our interim finance manager Caroline Cumming in mid-
June and is excited about joining the foundation team. he 
has extensive experience in the arena of non-profit account-
ing and finance. most recently, Gary worked as the controller 
at the experience music Project. Prior to that, he was an 
auditor at Clark Nuber, a major accounting firm that special-
izes in auditing non-profit organizations in this region. Gary 
is also a Certified Public Accountant. welcome Gary!  

Spots Still left for ruffner garden Party

we still have several spaces left for our summer 
party fundraiser at the studio and home garden of 

renowned seattle artist Ginny ruffner, on thursday, July 31. 
Ginny lives, creates art, and gardens in a restored com-
mercial space in the historic ballard neighborhood. “my 
garden is my oasis, it frees my soul,” says Ginny, and she 
has invited her fellow Arboretum supporters to join her for 
a summer party and tour of this exuberant space. enjoy 
wine-tasting and hors d’oeuvres, and the unique oppor-
tunity to spend an evening with one of the region’s most 
beloved artists! the cost is $125 per person. for more infor-
mation or to sign up, contact sheila beer at 206-325-4510 
or sbeer@arboretumfoundation.org.d

New developments

New and renewing members — The Foundation welcomes members who joined or renewed during the period of April 3 to June 18.

John and Kay Allen
Lydia Andris
Dana Armstrong and  

Matthew Tebbs
Jessica and Ethan Atlakson
Rose Mary Bacina
Andrew Baker
John H. Ball
Patricia Barrere
Judy Bedell
Judith and Arnold  

Bendich
Dan Berger
Joseph Berkson
Eleanor Bradley
Cynthia Burdell
Robert Byrne
Lynn Carr

Allan Carscaddon
Christian and Angela 

Chabot
Janet Christopher
John and Judy Clark
Monica Cokeley
Caroline and Jim Cumming
Diane Curtis
Douglas L. and Susan J. 

Daley
Jill Davis
Maggie Dean
Emily Donaldson-Fletcher 

and Mike Waggoner
Mary Dunne
Tee Earls
Kathryn Elliott
Wendy and Richard Farrell

Patricia Ferrell
Samantha Fogg
Gregory Frick
Leon Gessula
Frances Goldman
Kim Goldov
Sue Gonzales
Virginia Gunby
Dorothy Jean Guth and  

Eric Holtz
Elizabeth Hamlin
Richard Hanson
Jane Hargraft and Elly 

Winer
Helen and Adam Harmetz
Patricia Hastings
Timothy Heitman and 

Edward Chen

Bryn and Bud Homsy
Amanda Hosch
Nicole Jabaily
Eva and Alika Jenner
Jay and Marylyn  

Johnston
David Katz
Haley Kostecke
Pamela Kraus
Mandy Landa
Frank Lawler
Chris and Elsie Lee
Pamela Levine
Donna Lively
David Livingston
Andrea Mann
Ellen Markman
Ellen Maxson

Michael Miles
Anne Mize
Mary Moga
Mary Morales
Karen L. Morell
Shay Nohr
Michael O’Malley
Kathleen Paul
Annie Pearson
Lisa Reising and  

Betsy Arel
John Russell
Arthur Schneider and 

Kimbrough Street
Karen Schulman
Beverley Scruton
Frank and Suzanne Shaw
James Sigala

Lynn Sinclair
Kevin Smith
Jonathan Smith
Stephen Smith
Margaret Alice Soderstrom
Karen Sparks and  

Anthony Shapiro
Patricia Spier
Richard Spooner
Amy and Mark Stabingas
Jon and Chitra Staley
John Sullivan, Jr.
Anna Terp
Mary Ellen and  

Jim Weber
Susan Weinstein
Trina Wherry
Beth Zirngible

To renew or enhance your membership, please call 206-325-4510 or visit www.arboretumfoundation.org.

ArBOriST APPreciATiON: On June 12, 
the foundation hosted a donor cultivation 
“jamboree” highlighting the importance 
of our Arborist & Tree care Program to the 
health and safety of the Arboretum’s woody 
plant collections. Arborist chris Watson—a 
UW Botanic gardens staff member whose 
salary and benefits are fully funded by the 
foundation—treated guests to a tree climbing demonstration and 
discussed the important pruning work he does in the canopy of 
the Arboretum. if you’re interested in learning about our Arborist 
and other programs, please contact randall Hitchin at rhitchin@
arboretumfoundation.org or 206-577-1147. 
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After two years in its interim venue at 
the Arboretum, our main plant sale of 
the year returned to the newly reno-

vated Building 30 at Warren G. Magnuson 
Park on the weekend of April 26 and 27. 
We were able to accommodate a lot more 
vendors: More than 40 specialty nurser-
ies attended and filled up the repurposed 
hangar will an incredible selection of trees, 
shrubs, perennials, annuals, and edibles. 

Shoppers were clearly delighted to be 
back at Magnuson, which not only offers a 
larger sale space but much better parking 

facilities. The turnout was excellent—partic-
ularly for the Saturday sale and the Member 
PreSale & Party on Friday (April 25)—and 
we raised a lot more funds for the Arboretum 
compared to 2013.

Our amazing volunteers were responsible 
for carrying out much of the work at the sale 
(see page 7), and to them we owe our sincer-
est thanks. Thanks also to Ciscoe Morris, 
who helped shoppers with their selections by 
flagging his favorite plants in the sale. A  
special thanks to the one and only Bob Lilly—
our extraordinary volunteer event chair. d

florAbundance returns home!

(Top left) HiSTOric HANgAr: Building 30 at magnuson Park re-opened for business.

(Top right) A fABUlOUS HAUl: Happy plant sale shoppers in the check-out area.

(lower left) HOrTicUlTUrAl HelP: garden expert Janine Anderson volunteered as a personal shopper for the member PreSale & Party.

(lower right) BlOSSOmy BONNeT: Our wonderful volunteer bartender carol figura reviving an age-old tradition of wearing floral hats at the sale.

THANk yOU!

Special thanks to this year’s 
FlorAbundance sponsors 

Seattle Parks and Recreation
The BoxMaker Company

HOT iTemS for SUmmer
•  Shari Dixon pressed  

flower earrings
•  New “Silver Seasons” botanical 

jewelry, by Michael Michaud
• 25% discount on select jewelry

•  Bird-themed “Bookjigs”  
book marks

Ten percent discount for members
10 am—4 pm daily
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Volunteer Legacy Award
In the past year, 664 volunteers 
donated 12,757 hours of service to 
the Foundation. So many of our 
volunteers are dedicated, knowl-
edgeable, and talented; but the 
Volunteer Legacy Award—pre-
sented each year at our Annual 
Meeting—is designed to recog-
nize the outstanding contributions 
of one individual.  

This year’s recipient is Iris 
Wagner. Iris just completed two 
terms of service on our Board of 
Directors and has volunteered in 
many capacities over the years, 
but it was her work as one of our 
2014 Opening Night Party & Auction Co-Chairs that 
earned her this year’s Volunteer Legacy Award. 

Iris invested her time and energy into revamping the 
event, and was instrumental in making this year’s party a 
successful fundraiser. During the many months of plan-
ning, Iris pushed herself outside of her comfort zone and 
developed a new skill set—she became comfortable with 
soliciting auction items and sponsorships from friends 
and strangers alike. Drawing upon her personal passion 
for the Arboretum’s educational programs, Iris inspired 
others to join her in supporting the Foundation.

Iris’s example is a great reminder 
that we should not be afraid to be 
ambassadors for causes we care 
about. Our actions can inspire 
the people around us, and often 
people are happy to be invited to 
join us in the work we care about. 
Thank you, Iris, for your service 
and your leadership!    

Cheers to Our Volunteers
This year’s joint Arboretum  
Foundation/UW Botanic  
Gardens’ Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Party will be held in the McVay 
Courtyard at the Center for 
Urban Horticulture (3501 NE 

41st Street, Seattle) on Tuesday, August 12, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Everyone who has volunteered with us in the 
past fiscal year ( July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014) should 
have received event details via email. If you are an active 
volunteer who does not use email, or if you did not receive 
the invitation, please call Megan Meyer at 206-577-0549 
for more information. We hope you can join us for a fun, 
“farm fresh”-themed summer celebration of YOU! We’ll 
be serving salads, desserts, and blackberry bourbon iced 
tea! Please remember to RSVP by August 1 to Carria Cone 
at 206-685-2579 or cmcone@uw.edu. d

Summer classes for fiddleheads

the uw botanic Gardens’ popular fiddleheads 
classes for preschool children (ages 2 to 5) are 

running from tuesdays through saturdays all summer 
long. most of the two-hour-long classes will be held at 
the Arboretum, while some are also being offered at the 
Center for urban horticulture (3501 Ne 41st st, seattle 
wA 98105). upcoming learning themes include “fun 
in the sun,” “wind and Air,” “reptiles,” “seeds, fruits, 
and Nuts,” and “bugs and slugs.” the classes run from 
10 a.m. to noon. Children must be accompanied by a 
caregiver. each class costs $18 for one child/caregiver, 
but discounts are available if you sign up for six or more 
classes. register online at www.uwbotanicgardens.org. 
for information, call 206-685-8033.

explore the Arboretum at Night

the uw botanic Gardens’ popular “Park in the 
dark” night-hike program is back again this 

summer. Night time is special at the Arboretum: the 
people and cars are gone, and the nocturnal animals 
are on the move. sign up for a “Park in the dark” tour 
and learn about the amazing adaptations of these 
animals while exploring your own senses. the program 
is designed for families with children aged 5 to 12. 
meet at the Graham Visitors Center and bYof (bring 
your own flashlight!) hikes are from 8 to 9:30 p.m. on 
the following saturday nights: June 28, July 12, July 26, 
August 9, and August 23. the cost is $8 per person. 
register online at uwbotanicgardens.org or call  
206-685-8033. d

OUTSTANDiNg VOlUNTeer: iris Wagner (second 
from right) with (from left to right) Jay green, Paige miller, 
Ted Wagner (iris’s husband), and Pam green at the recep-
tion following our Annual meeting. iris was awarded our 
2014 Volunteer legacy Award during the meeting.

VOlUNTeer ViNe

Sign Up to receive groundWork Via email

if you’d prefer to receive Groundwork electronically, via email, just contact Niall dunne at ndunne@arboretumfoundation.
org and let him know that you’d like to go paperless. then each quarter, we’ll send you a high-quality, full-color Pdf of our 

newsletter.
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curator Talk: The Hydrangea family
TUeSDAy, JUly 8, 7 TO 8:30 p.m., WASHiNgTON PArk ArBOreTUm

Join uwbG Curator of living Collections ray larson at the visitors center 
for the next installment in his “Curator talk” lecture series. learn about 

rare and unusual hydrangea species and 
varieties in the collection—and how these 
plants have made their way to us. Cost: 
$10; $15 after July 1.

Wednesday Walks With Wott: 
Pacific connections garden

WeDNeSDAy, JUly 16, 10:30 a.m. TO  
12:00 p.m., WASHiNgTON PArk ArBOreTUm

wouldn’t it be great if you could 
travel through the Northwest, 

Australia, China, Chile and New Zealand 
all in one day? in the Arboretum’s Pacific 
Connections Garden, you can get a sense 
of what it would be like!  Join John wott, 
Professor emeritus and former Arboretum 
director, to learn about the evolution and design features of this dramatic and 
historic new garden. dr. wott’s walks take routes that are well-suited for visi-
tors with limited mobility. Cost: $15; $20 after July 9.

Pruning Shrubs and Trees:  The Summer Advantage
WeDNeSDAy, JUly 30, AND THUrSDAy, JUly 31, 6:30 TO 8:30 p.m. 

cUH, 3501 Ne 41ST STreeT, SeATTle

frustrated by overzealous watersprouts on small trees? Are your shrubs 
growing out of bounds? Just not sure what to prune or not? many gardeners 

are timid or even fearful of pruning in summer—and there are good reasons to 
be cautious. but summer is an ideal time to achieve particular pruning goals. 
Join horticultural consultant and certified arborist Christine Pfeiffer and learn 
all you need to know about summer pruning through classroom and hands-on, 
field demonstrations. Cost: $60; $70 after July 23.  

this is just a small selection of the educational programs offered by uwbG. 
to find out more or to register, visit www.uwbotanicgardens.org or call  
206-685-8033. d

uwbG events & Classes

WASHiNgTON PArk ArBOreTUm, 
by kathleen Wolfe. See an exhibit of 
Wolfe’s landscape and nature paintings 
at the miller library (www.millerlibrary.
org) from August 5 to September 12. 
meet the artist at a free reception on 
friday, August 8, from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Arboretum foundation

2300 Arboretum drive east
seattle, wA  98112-2300
Tel: 206-325-4510  fax: 206-325-8893
info@arboretumfoundation.org 
www.arboretumfoundation.org

Office Hours: m-f, 8:30 am–4:30 pm

graham Visitors center/gift Shop:
10 am–4 pm, daily
information Hotline: 206-543-8800

fOUNDATiON OfficerS
Jim reid: President
Diane Adachi: Vice President
Sherrey luetjen: Vice President 
roger Williams: Vice President
linda Strout: secretary
Paul (Skip) Vonckx: treasurer

fOUNDATiON STAff
Paige miller: executive director
Sheila Beer: development and events    
   Coordinator
Jeff Boyer: Campaign and major Gifts 
   Coordinator
rhonda Bush: stewards Coordinator
Niall Dunne: Communications manager
randall Hitchin: outreach and major Gifts  
   manager
megan meyer: Volunteer resources manager
kristin Price: events manager
gary Wortzel: finance manager

WASHiNgTON PArk ArBOreTUm
is managed cooperatively by university of 
washington botanic Gardens and City of  
seattle Parks and recreation, with support 
from the Arboretum foundation.

GrouNd work is a publication of the 
 Arboretum foundation.

editor: Niall dunne 
Design: Constance bollen/cbgraphics
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Useful Phone Numbers
Arboretum Offices/graham Visitors 
    center:  206-543-8800
Japanese garden:  206-684-4725
master gardeners Hotline: 206-296-3440
miller library:  206-543-0415
Plant Answer line:  206-897-5268
UW Botanic gardens:  206-543-8616
Volunteer info: 206-616-4890

Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper 

Summer events at the Seattle Japanese garden 
• Sunday, July 6, 1 to 5 p.m.—TANABATA: observance of the Japanese star festival, 

held in conjunction with the wing luke museum.
• Saturday, August 9, 2 to 5 p.m.—WANDeriNg & WONDeriNg: Join local 

movement artists and musicians for performances inspired by the garden.
• Saturday, August 23, 7 to 10 p.m. —mOON VieWiNg: Celebrate the beauty of 

the full moon with an evening of performances.

for details, call 206-684-4725 or visit the Japanese garden website, www. 
cityofseattle.net/parks/parkspaces/japanesegarden.htm.
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The Arboretum Foundation promotes,  
protects and enhances the 

Washington Park Arboretum 
for current and future generations 

by strengthening and building a diverse  
and engaged community of donors,  

volunteers and advocates.

begin or renew a membership at www.arboretumfoundation.org
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Arboretum scene
Hoheria sexstylosa ‘Stardust’

Ribbonwood

endemic to lowland forests in New Zealand,  
Hoheria sexstylosa is a fabulously floriferous ever-
green shrub or small tree in the mallow family. 
growing up to 24 feet tall and 20 feet wide, it pro-
duces sharply toothed, oval-shaped, medium green 
leaves on multiple, weeping stems. Dense clusters 
of small, sweetly fragrant, star-shaped white flow-
ers cover the plant in late summer and are very  
attractive to bees. The cultivar ‘Stardust’ differs 
from the straight species in its more compact,  
upright, and broadly columnar habit. it is the 
recipient of the royal Horticultural Society’s Award 
of garden merit, which means it has been rigor-
ously trialed and tested for garden worthiness. 
Hoheria sexstylosa performs best in full sun to partial shade and neutral, well-draining soil, and in sites that are somewhat  
protected from the wind. you can find a lovely specimen growing in the New Zealand entry garden of the Pacific connections 
garden at the Arboretum

—randall Hitchin, Arboretum foundation


