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Foundation Celebrates 75th Anniversary!

T

he Arboretum Foundation was founded in 1935,
one year after the official establishment of
Washington Park Arboretum. This year marks
the 75th year that we have provided vital support to
Seattle’s beloved Arboretum.
It all began with a small group of impassioned
individuals who were determined to help the University
of Washington and City of Seattle create an Arboretum
in the Pacific Northwest, despite the challenges of the
Great Depression and Second World War. Individuals
such as Loren and Edna Grinstead, O.B. Thorgrimson,
Herbert Ihrig, Sophie Krauss, and Donald G. Graham.
In the early days, the Foundation’s role included
acquiring plants for the Arboretum, funding general
maintenance, and paying the salary of the director. That
role has morphed and expanded over the years, but it
has always remained true to our primary mission of
sustaining and enhancing this special green space.
Key historical highlights include the development of the
volunteer units in the late 1930s; our first plant sale in
1947; underwriting the construction of the Pat Calvert
Greenhouse in 1959; funding the restoration of the
Japanese Garden Tea House in 1981; gifting of the Donald
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funding of Phase 1 of the Pacific
Connections Garden, completed in 2008.
Help us celebrate our anniversary this year by
volunteering at the Arboretum, attending one of our
special events, making a donation, or becoming a
member. For details, call us at 206-325-4510 or visit
www.arboretumfoundation.org.

Annual Meeting & 75th Anniversary Celebration

On Friday, June 11, in conjunction with our Annual
Meeting, we will host a party to celebrate our milestone
year. Please join us. All Foundation members welcome!
Event Schedule
5:30 to 7 PM—Meeting & board of directors election
7 to 8 PM—Social with hors d’oeuvres reception

Please RSVP to 206-325-4510 or
gcato@arboretumfoundation.org by June 10.

Remembering the Grahams

M

any individuals have made important contributions to our organization—
and thus the Arboretum—over the past 75 years, but perhaps none more
than Donald Goodnow Graham. A lawyer by trade, Graham was one of the
original founders of the Foundation. He donated a prodigious amount of his time and expertise in those
formative years and for many years thereafter. In his history of the UW College of Forestry, The Long Road
Travelled, Henry Schmitz writes that without the devotion of Graham and then Dean of the College, Hugo
Winkenwerder, “there would not be [an]…Arboretum today.”
Donald Graham’s wife, Juanita, also played a significant role in the history of the Foundation and in the
development of the Arboretum. In the late 1930s, she organized the first of our volunteer Units. “She modeled
the units on the guilds of the Children’s Orthopedic Hospital,” remembers Donald Graham, Jr., the Graham’s
son, himself a generous supporter of the Arboretum Foundation. “They served the Arboretum in the same way
the guilds served the hospital—by developing public interest and support.” Unit 1—now called the Juanita
Graham Unit—is still active today and, along with our 28 other units, raise important funds for the Arboretum.
The Grahams lived next door to the Arboretum, in the Broadmoor neighborhood of Seattle, for much of
continues on page 7

News and Notes
520 Bridge Advocacy
Yields Major Results
he Arboretum Foundation has been advocating strongly
on behalf of Arboretum interests in the debate over the
design of the new 520 Bridge. The Washington State
Department of Transportation’s most recent bridge design
is evidence that our work—which is part of a collaborative
effort by numerous organizations, public officials, and
interest groups—is bearing fruit. The updated design:

T

• removes all current ramps from the Arboretum
and obviates the need to build new ones;
• eliminates general purpose on-ramps from Lake
Washington Boulevard to the 520, reducing traffic
impacts on the Arboretum;
• includes a traffic management plan to reduce
traffic flow on Lake Washington Boulevard below
current levels (this may include tolling);
• calls for the use of “quieter” pavement on the
bridge’s main line going across the Arboretum to
reduce noise levels;
• creates good pedestrian and bicycle connections
among the Arboretum and the Montlake and
University neighborhoods.

Garden Competition on Hold
ue to the transition of ownership of the Northwest
Flower & Garden Show and all the complexities
involved in such a process, there will be no Pacific
Northwest Gardens Competition again this year. However,
the Foundation is hoping that the popular amateur
gardening contest will be resurrected for the 2011 season.
We will be meeting with our competition co-sponsors—the
Garden Show and the Seattle Times Pacific Northwest
magazine—to discuss plans for next year. Stay tuned! 

D

For more information on the design, visit www.wsdot.
wa.gov/projects/sr520bridge/. The Arboretum and
Botanical Garden committee will be working with the
state on the fine details of the plan as it moves forward.
Thanks to all of you who have supported us in our
efforts thus far to protect this special place!

An Open-Air Art Exhibit and Wine Tasting

Japanese Garden Anniversary Events

Thursday, August 12, 5:30 to 8:30 PM,
Graham Visitors Center

he Japanese Garden is hosting a variety of events
to celebrate its 50th anniversary this year.
Summer events include:

T

• Saturday, July 10: TANABATA—A traditional
Japanese lunar festival featuring cultural demonstrations and performances
• Saturday, August 21: MOON VIEWING—An
evening event celebrating the beauty of the full moon
For full details, call 206-684-4725 or keep an eye on
the Japanese Garden website, www.cityofseattle.gov
/parks/parkspaces/japanesegarden.htm.
2 GroundWork—Summer 2010

Art in the Park:

ack by popular demand after its debut last year, this
summer garden party is a heady combination of art and
artisanal wine. Local artists display works with botanical
and natural history themes on the terrace of the Graham
Visitors Center, while regional wineries pour their finest
vintages inside. The art show is free and open to all. There
is a $25 suggested donation for the wine tasting. Call 206325-4510 or email Events Coordinator Suzanne Parlier at
sparlier@arboretumfoundation.org to make a reservation
for the tasting or for more details. Information about
participating artists and wineries will be posted on our
website, www.arboretumfoundation.org. 
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News and Notes
BABY STEPS: A mom
introduces her
daughter to the
wonders of Azalea Way
on Mother's Day,
Sunday, June 9. Warm,
sunny weather drew
large crowds to the
Arboretum to enjoy the
azaleas and
rhododendrons in peak
bloom. Foundation
staff took free group
photos and handed out
free matted prints to every mom, courtesy of Laurel Ink. UWBG educators designed special
family tours and enlightened kids with plant-themed craft activities.

What’s
Happening
Arboretum Foundation
Annual Meeting &
75th Anniversary Celebration
Friday, June 11
5:30 to 8:30 PM

Art in the Park
Thursday, August 12
5:30 to 8:30 PM

Japanese Garden Events
Tanabata

Saturday, July 10
Moon Viewing

Saturday, August 21

A Herbarium Milestone

—— ONGOING EVENTS ——

n May 18, the Hyde Herbarium in the Center for Urban Horticulture created its
20,000th dried specimen sheet—a lovely Cornus kousa from the garden of
Mrs. Otis Hyde (a lifetime member of the Arboretum Foundation), who along
with her husband Charles made a gift to establish the herbarium in 1985.
University of Washington staff hosted a small celebration to mark the occasion.
Around 90 percent of the specimens in the herbarium are from the Arboretum.
They provide a useful reference for identifying the wide range of plant species in
the collection. 
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The Foundation welcomes members who joined during the period of November 11, 2009 to May 14, 2010.
Jennifer Cooper
Margaret M.
Coppock
Sandra Dean
Sue DeRosa
Kathy Dittmar
Virginia & Robert
Dunn
Frannie Ein
Dennis Evans
Sally J. Fehr
Elena Garella
Deborah Goldman
Scott & Teressa
Graham
Wendy Gulick
Karen Hall
Tymna Hall
Peter A. Halstead
Peg Hanrahan
Shirley Hansen
Mr. Terry Hanson
Jane Hardy
Dennis & Lorraine
Hartmann
Jean Hicks
Sheri Hinshaw
Allison Hooper &
David Loffing
Heidi Hower

Mary Hujsak
Dinah Hutchinson
Lynn Imel
Terese Jennings
Mary Lynn Jensen &
Jay Allen Borseth
Judie Johnson
Yvonne & David
Jones
Annaka Kalton
Teresa C. Kaufman
Gordon W. Keating
Maureen Keirnes
Diane Keller
Cindy Kusiak
Anne Lancaster
Steve & Susan Lang
Cynthia Lanners
Lynnda Laurie
Mary Lignana
Monica Linger
Catherine Longacre
Phyllis & Rich
Matheny
Candy & Richard
Mathes
Julie A. McQuary
Edward Meyers
Marcia Meyers
Megan Minier

Janice Minnich
Aleksandra Monk
Nick & Ellen Nebre
Jayne Nestor
Susan & George
Nevler
Patricia A. Nilsson
Barbara A. Nordin
Teresa Olson &
Peter Gregg
Cynthia R.
Ostermann
Trina Overstreet
Mary Petrie
Barbara Placek
Kathryn Pon
Nancy Powell
Nancy J. Purdy
Mrs. Pat Quigley
Andrew Rabin
Gilbert & Ingrid
Rankin
Marcia Robbins
Suze Rutherford
Cass Salwedel
Christina Salwitz
Cass Salzwedel
Maura Sandrock
Linda & Brad
Shallenberger

Pat Calvert Greenhouse
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10 AM – NOON
Plant Donations Nursery
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturdays
10 AM – 2 PM

Guided Arboretum Walks

New Members
Debbie Agee
Julie Alexander
Sydney Allison-Towle
Pat Apperson &
Kirk Pawlowski
Rick Arthur
Kathleen L. Atkins
Laura Bailey
Ann & Court Bell
Angie Belton
Sue Bolger
Liesbeth Bosch
Dana Bottcher
Tom & Sissy
Bouchard
The Bratten Family
Michelle Breuer
Debra Brownell
David Campbell
Sherry Carpenter
& Jack Swardz
Kathie Chapman
Nick & Suzanne
Charles
Bonnie Chester
Ann & Greg Chryst
Beth Clark & Ruby
Clemons
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore
Collins

ARBORETUM PLANT SALES

Andy Sheffer
Gail & Michael
Shurgot
Kim Skerbeck
Babs Smith
Dolly Smith
Paul A. Smith
Wendy Star &
Edward Smith
Kasia Stahancyk
Lynn Stanton
Jeffrey &
Dominique Toce
Reeta Tollefson
Dana Tretheway
Dianne F. Tucker
David & Nancy
Vandervort
Sara Billey &
Paul Viola
Courtney Voorhees
Gregory Wallace
Charles Warsinke
Carol Williams
Lynne Wilson
Marsha Wolf &
Ken Linkhart
Claire Woodward
Cheryl Worlein

1st and 3rd Sundays, 1 PM, GVC lobby
Call 206-543-8800 to confirm

Master Gardeners Clinic
Saturdays/Sundays, NOON – 4 PM,
GVC lobby

Native Plants Study Group
4th Mondays, 10 AM – NOON
All events occur at the Graham Visitors
Center unless noted. Call 206-543-8800
for information on Arboretum events; 206543-8801 for family and youth education
programs or guided walks; 206-685-8033
for adult learning opportunities.
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New Developments
trees will be planted in their place to create a stunning new
display. These include monkey puzzle (Araucaria araucana),
winter’s bark (Drimys winteri var. andina), Chilean fire
bush (Embothrium coccineum), Austrocedrus chilensis (a
beautiful conifer that can live to be more than 1,500 years
old), and Pilgerodendron uviferum (an endangered
species). We anticipate that the new garden will be
completed in early fall. Come watch the transformation!

Farewell to Julia Maywald!
ur Director of Major Gifts Initiatives, Julia Maywald,
has decided to leave the Arboretum Foundation to
pursue other passions. She joined the Foundation staff in
January 2008 and has done a marvelous job managing
our Pacific Connections campaign and Arbor Circle
program. She was instrumental in the success of last
year’s drive to raise $425,000 to fund the creation of the
Gateway to Chile. The Foundation would like to thank
Julia for her invaluable service and wish her the best of
luck in her future endeavors. The search is on for Julia’s
successor. We expect to hire a new Director of
Development early this summer. 

O

Work Begins on Gateway to Chile
f you’ve been on Lake Washington Boulevard recently, you
may have noticed that changes are underway at the south
end of the Arboretum. In April, Seattle Parks & Recreation
began site preparation for restoration of the now overgrown
Holmdahl Rockery and the creation of the Gateway to Chile
Garden. The work includes the removal of thirty-four mature
trees, including some bigleaf maples. Seventy-three Chilean

I

Arbor Circle Reception at Hill-Crest
n May 5, University of Washington President Mark Emmert and his wife
DeLaine hosted the Foundation’s annual Arbor Circle Celebration,
honoring members of our major gifts club. The reception was held at Hill-Crest,
the elegantly restored and renovated UW President’s residence. President
Emmert welcomed our guests, and his speech was followed by brief remarks
from Arboretum Foundation Board President Barbara Wright and Executive
Director Paige Miller. Mrs. Emmert highlighted points of interest inside the
home as well as outside in the garden. Our Arbor Circle members, being
unabashed garden lovers, headed straight outdoors. The estate’s
1.37 acres are a seamless blend of well-placed lawns, historic
trees, and terraced planting areas, dotted with whimsical garden
art. We are grateful to the Emmerts for hosting us and for our
strong partnership with the UW Botanic Gardens and Seattle
Parks and Recreation.

O

ARBOR CIRCLE HOSTS: UW President Mark Emmert
and DeLaine Emmert
FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING: Michael Shiosaki, Board member;
Dwight Gee; Barbara Wright, Board President; Senator Ed Murray
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A Fruitful FlorAbundance

D

espite some cloudy, windy
weather, this year’s
FlorAbundance Spring
Plant Sale, on April 24 and 25, was
another big hit. It took place, as
usual, in Building 30, at Magnuson
Park, Seattle, and featured 48
specialty nurseries and vendors
selling their choicest plants. Total
attendance was up almost 10
percent compared to last year, with
2,300 shoppers coming to the
Saturday sale and roughly 1,000
coming to the shorter Sunday sale.
We more than doubled paying
attendance at our Member PreSale
& Party on Friday, April 23. Just over
300 members and their guests came
to enjoy the handcrafted Ott &
Murphy wines, tasty finger food and
desserts, live string band music
(performed by Charlie Beck and
John Hurd, of the Tall Boys), and
first pick of the plants at the sale. It
was a sold-out event, which is always
exciting. Regrettably, however, we
had to turn some folks away at the
door. Our sincere apologies! Please
be sure to make your reservation in
advance for next year’s PreSale!
Thanks to all those who
contributed to the success of
FlorAbundance, which raises impor-

TOP: SATISFIED SHOPPERS:
Guests at the PreSale enjoying wine and
first pick of the plants.
RIGHT: HAPPY HELPERS: Members of
UW sororities volunteering at check out.
BELOW: DELIGHTED DIRECTOR:
Arboretum Foundation board member
Della Balick, with husband Bruce.
Photos by Joanne Montzingo

tant funds for Washington Park
Arboretum—in particular our
participating vendors, our event
sponsors, and our wonderful
volunteers, without whom the sale
would not be possible. Special
thanks to our plant sale chairs,
Bob Lilly and Neal Lessenger, our
PreSale chair Carol Allison, and to
Unit 41 (see page 6). 

Great Plants Available at Our Ongoing Sales
eren’t able to make it to Early Bloomers or FlorAbundance? Or still looking
to fill a few vacant spots in the garden? Then come to the Arboretum and
stop by the Pat Calvert Greenhouse and Plant Donations Nursery. The greenhouse has a nice selection of drought-tolerant plants, including hebes,
helichrysums, Garrya × issaquahensis, and cultivars of Eleagnus pungens.
The nursery has a plentiful supply of hostas (large and small, plain and variegated), Solomon’s seal (Polygonatum japonicum), astilbes (in a variety of
colors), Canadian wild ginger (Asarum canadense), and Epimedium × versicolor ‘Sulphureum’ (an excellent groundcover for shady areas), plus many
new summer-blooming arrivals. Call 206-325-4510 or check our website,
www.arboretumfoundation.org, for opening hours. 

W
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,
Times,
2010

THANK YOU!
The Foundation would like to thank the following
businesses, organizations, and individuals for their
support of the FlorAbundance Spring Plant Sale.
The BoxMaker, Inc.
Cedar Grove Compost
Henry’s Plant Farm
McDonald’s
Ciscoe Morris (for his invaluable Plant Picks!)
The Odom Corporation
Seattle Parks & Recreation
Starbucks Coffee Company
Swede Hill Cellars
University of Washington Greek Community
& Pan-Hellenic Association
WSU Extension Master Gardeners
Arboretum Foundation volunteers,
with special thanks to Unit 41

GroundWork—Summer 2010
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VOLUNTEER VINE
Unit Leaders Meeting in July—The
second biannual Volunteer Unit
Leaders Meeting will take place on
Friday, July 9, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
in the Large Conference Room of the
Graham Visitors Center. At least one
officer from each unit should plan to
attend. For information on joining a
volunteer unit or participating as a
unit in a quarterly unit work party,
please contact Volunteer Resources
Manager Elly Lien at 206-325-4510
or elien@arboretumfoundation.org.

TOOLS FOR THE
SUMMER GARDEN
• HAND TOOLS: Tiger Trowels, Soil Scoops,
Diggit trowels, Ken-Ho weeders
• PLANT SUPPORTS: Y-Stakes, Softbinder tree ties
• GARDEN GLOVES: Sun Grips, Weeders, and
Wonder Gloves

raised $3,000 more than last year’s
event. Thanks to all the volunteers
who chipped in to make it happen.
Special thanks to the members of our
organizing committee: Lynn
Schueler, Ann O’Mera, Barbara
Harris, Rita Rae Cloney, Suzette
Birrell, and Sue Ewens.

Thanks to Unit 41!—The Foundation

would like to extend special thanks
to the volunteers of Unit 41 for all
their hard work during the
Ten percent discount for members
FlorAbundance Spring Plant Sale
Open 10 AM—4 PM daily
this year. Unit 41 staffed and
Big Crowds at Early Bloomers —This
provided food for the Member PreSale & Party on
year’s Early Bloomers Plant Sale on Sunday, April 10,
Friday, April 23, making our guests feel very welcome.
was a marvelous success, thanks to some beautiful
The unit also staffed and stocked the canteen during
sunny weather and the hard work of our volunteers.
the main sale, keeping volunteers and vendors well fed
The sale, which is organized by the volunteer-run Pat
over the course of the weekend.
Calvert Greenhouse and Plant Donations Nursery,
• CLEANING TOOLS: Flower Power scrub
brushes, brush & pan sets



What’s In My Garden

Linda Lesnik, Events Volunteer

What is in your garden this season? This season our vegetable garden will feature lots of
tomatoes grown from seed, including ‘Siletz’ and ‘Cherry Gold’, and the heirlooms ‘Black
Krim,’ ‘Persimmon’, and ‘Costoluto’); Italian arugula; baby mesclun lettuces; Cascadia snap
peas; giant Italian parsley; chives; French thyme; tarragon; and TONS of basil. For
ornamental plants, besides rhodies, azaleas, black-eyed Susans, and Clematis, we also have ‘Madame Butterfly’
snapdragons, penstemon, and ‘Bright Bandolier’ sunflowers.
What is your favorite season to garden? Oddly enough, my favorite season to garden is in the fall! Maybe because
there seems to be less pressure to create a spectacular display, but more likely because it is my favorite time of
year! It’s usually sunny outside, and the air is crisp with that wonderful autumn smell!
Can you recommend a good gardening or nature book? One of my all-time favorite gardening books is Right Plant,
Right Place, by Nicola Ferguson, which my dear mom gave me years ago. I refer to it all the time because “wrong
plant in the wrong place” just doesn’t work!
When did you start volunteering at the Arboretum? The Arboretum is like my daughter’s and my second backyard
(we LOVE it), but I am embarrassed to say I only started volunteering when my daughter was a senior in high
school last year. I was trying to get her to complete her volunteer hours for graduation, so we volunteered
together for the Flower & Garden Show Preview Gala. Hopefully my schedule will allow me to work in more
volunteer hours in the future.
What is your favorite thing about volunteering at the Arboretum? My favorite reason to volunteer at the Arboretum
is....drumroll please...Elly Lien, the volunteer resources manager! I love her spirit and friendly attitude. She is
awesome (and I was not coached to say that!). Plus I love being around plants and trees...any type of green and
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ENHANCING THE
ARBORETUM: In late March,
20 students from Seattle
Academy worked with UWBG’s
Native Plant Propagation
Program staff and volunteers to
weed, mulch, and plant
225 sword ferns in a wooded
section of the Magnolia collection.
(Photo by Barbara Selemon).

Summer Classes & Events at UWBG
• Trees for the Small Garden— Monday, June 14, 7 to 8:30 p.m., CUH.
• Propagating Ferns from Spore—Saturday, July 10, 10 a.m. to noon, CUH.
• Bloom’s Best Perennials and Grasses: Seminar and Book Signing—
Tuesday, June 22, 7 to 8 p.m., Molbak’s (13625 NE 175th Street,
Woodinville). Fee: $15. Register online at www.molbaks.com. Ticket proceeds benefit Youth Education Programs at the Arboretum.
• Summer Pruning of Trees and Shrubs—Thursday, July 29, 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., Washington Park Arboretum.
For more information, call 206-685-8033, or visit www.uwbotanicgardens.org.

Remembering the Grahams continued from page 1
their lives, and were avid gardeners. “They built a home there in 1931,”
recalls Donald Graham, Jr., “and immediately started developing a
garden. They kept buying up lots in Broadmoor to expand the garden and
eventually owned seven of them! My father had a particular interest—a
scholarly, collector’s interest—in rhododendrons. By the time of his
death, there were several hundred different varieties in the garden.”
It was Graham’s fascination with rhododendrons that brought him into
contact with Brian Mulligan—the plantsman extraordinaire who would
eventually become the Arboretum’s most influential director. “My father
was stationed in England during the Second World War,” says Donald
Graham, Jr. “He visited the de Rothchild estate of Exbury on four or five
occasions because of his interest in their rhododendron breeding
program. Brian Mulligan worked on the estate, and the two became
friends. After the war, my father returned home, and when the director’s
position at the Arboretum became available, he knew exactly the right
person for the job. He wrote a letter to Eddy de Rothchild asking permission to offer the job to Brian, and the rest is history.”
In 1985, the newly built visitors center at the Arboretum was named in
honor of Donald Graham. “That was a nice surprise,” says Graham, Jr.
“But in the end, it was not about the recognition—for either of my parents.
It was about doing something they thought was worthwhile. They were in
love with the Arboretum—like so many of the other folks who have given a
lot of thought and effort to create this special place. The great success story
of the Arboretum is the one of so many people working together towards
this shared goal.” 

Arboretum Foundation
2300 Arboretum Drive East
Seattle, WA 98112-2300
Tel: 206-325-4510 Fax: 206-325-8893
info@arboretumfoundation.org
www.arboretumfoundation.org
Office Hours: M-F, 8:30 AM–4:30 PM
Graham Visitors Center/Gift Shop:
10 AM–4 PM, daily
Information Hotline: 206-543-8800

FOUNDATION OFFICERS
President: Barbara Wright
Vice President: Susan Black
Vice President: Allan Ferrin
Vice President: Kathleen Pierce
Vice President: Craig Trueblood
Treasurer: Skip Vonckx
Secretary: Iris Wagner
Immediate Past President: John Johnston

FOUNDATION STAFF
Paige Miller: Executive Director
Gregg Cato: Development Coordinator
Niall Dunne: Communications Manager
Eleanor “Elly” Lien: Volunteer Resources
Manager
Julia Maywald: Director of Major Gifts
Initiatives
Suzanne Parlier: Events Coordinator
DeVere Pollom: Accountant
Cheri Shanahan: Capital Campaign Assistant
Julia White: Operations Coordinator

WASHINGTON PARK ARBORETUM
is managed cooperatively by University of
Washington Botanic Gardens and City of
Seattle Parks and Recreation, with support
from the Arboretum Foundation.

GROUND WORK is a publication of the
Arboretum Foundation.
Editor: Niall Dunne
Design: Constance Bollen/cbgraphics
Photos: AF staff or as credited

Useful Phone Numbers
Arboretum Offices/Graham Visitors
Center: 206-543-8800
Japanese Garden: 206-684-4725
Master Gardeners Hotline: 206-296-3440
Miller Library: 206-543-0415
Plant Answer Line: 206-897-5268
UW Botanic Gardens: 206-543-8616
Volunteer Info: 206-616-4890
PRINTED ON 100% POST-CONSUMER RECYCLED PAPER
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The Arboretum Foundation promotes,
protects and enhances the
Washington Park Arboretum
for current and future generations
by strengthening and building a diverse
and engaged community of donors,
volunteers and advocates.

PHOTO COURTESY W. JOHN HAYDEN, UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND

Begin or renew a membership at www.arboretumfoundation.org

Arboretum Scene
Aesculus parviflora
Bottlebrush Buckeye

A

fter the clamorous colors of Rhododendron and a host
of other spring shrubs has faded, a quiet greenness
settles over Seattle in summer. Yet our quiet season is punctuated by certain surprises. Perhaps the greatest of these is
Aesculus parviflora. Rather than conform to the arborescent
habit typical of its genus, this shrubby southeastern U.S.
species reaches eight feet high and politely suckers, slowly
forming thickets to 12 feet across. Composed of five or seven
leaflets, the palmate leaves create a beautifully patterned
backdrop for the 8- to 12-inch wands of small, white flowers
that tip each branch in late July and early August. W. J. Bean
wrote, “There are few shrubs about which more could be said
in favor than this.” So see for yourself. In the Arboretum, this
midsummer delight can be found in grids 7-1W and 2-1E; or
ask at the Graham Visitors Center. 
—Randall Hitchin, UWBG Living Collections Manager
& Registrar, Washington Park Arboretum

