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Plant Sale Homeward Bound!

A

fter two years in its
interim location
at the Arboretum,
FlorAbundance will return
home to the newly renovated
Building 30 at Magnuson
Park. Please join us on
Saturday, April 26, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday,
April 27, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. for the region’s biggest
and best plant sale, and help
support the Foundation’s
mission. We’ll have our full
complement of specialty nurseries
back to offer you an unbeatable
selection of locally grown edibles,
annuals, perennials, trees, and
shrubs.
“There’ll be at least 35 nurseries in attendance,” says our volunteer Event Chair Bob Lilly. “Expect
a unique selection of high-quality
plants, including lots of veggies for
your kitchen garden. As always, Langley Fine Gardens will
have an amazing array of vegetable starts. In addition, for the
first time in quite a while, they’ll be offering a diverse crop of
ornamental salvias.”
“Look for the usual selection of fine shrubs and fuchsias
from Lee Farm and Nursery and Robinwood Nursery,” continues Bob, “as well as a fabulous selection of epimediums
from Bouquet Banque Nursery and Sundquist Nursery, and
so much more.” (See the spring 2014 issue of the Washington
Park Arboretum Bulletin for more details on the fabulous
nurseries and plants you’ll find at the sale.)

A Two-Day Sale!
Parking and admission are free for the main sale on April
26 and 27. To get the best parking spots on Saturday,
we recommend that you arrive early. We’re starting
the Saturday sale at 9 a.m. this year so that shoppers at
FlorAbundance can get a head start on other events taking
place at Magnuson that day.

“And don’t
forget the Sunday
Arboret
sale,” says Bob.
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Saturday, we’ll
still have a great
selection of plants for you
to choose from. That’s because
many of our vendors will be
restocking their inventory for
the second day of
the sale.”
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Expert
Help
Not sure what
plants to grow in your garden or
what the newest plants and trends
are? Fear not! The nursery folks at
the sale are a rich source of information about plants and garden
design. And as always, Bob Lilly
and gardening guru Ciscoe Morris
will be flagging their best plant “picks” of the sale. Guests at
our Pre-Sale & Party (see below) may also seek advice from
volunteer plant experts and personal shoppers.
Pre-Sale & Party for Members
Arboretum members and their guests are invited to attend
the FlorAbundance Pre-Sale & Party, on Friday, April 25,
from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. Get the first pick of plants at the
sale, while enjoying delicious local wine and tasty appetizers from the celebrated Skillet food truck—back again
this year by popular demand. Early-bird tickets are $40.
Tickets purchased after April 11 will be $50. You can purchase them online at www.arboretumfoundation.org or by
calling 206-325-4510. Ticket numbers are limited—so
please buy yours soon! d

For more information about the sale, call 206-325-4510 or visit
www.arboretumfoundation.org. For a full list of participating
nurseries, see the FlorAbundance event page on our website.

News and Notes
Early Bloomers Plant Sale

D

cooperation of the Consulate General of Japan, in
Seattle—we’re installing 14 new cherries of various kinds
along Azalea Way. Most of them will be resistant to blossom brown rot, which is a serious challenge to growing
cherry trees in our rainy climate.”
“We also recently received several generous magnolia
donations that were too good to pass up,” adds David.
“All three are yellow-flowering cultivars and help round
out the Arboretum’s collection of these lovely plants. We
now have a handsome specimen of Magnolia ‘Yellow
Bird’. It was donated by Susan Young, of Renton, who
grew the tree from a tiny whip but is now selling her
house and wanted a good home for the tree. The other
two specimens are Magnolia
‘Butterflies’ and ‘Elizabeth’,
both donated by Dan Hinkley.
All the trees are of known provenance and have been planted
along Arboretum Drive. Be sure
to visit in April to enjoy the
flower display!”

on’t miss our first plant sale
of the spring season—Early
Bloomers—on Saturday, April 12,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Hosted
by the volunteers in our Plant
Donations Nursery and Pat Calvert
Greenhouse, the sale takes place at the Graham Visitors
Center, so you can shop for your plants and then enjoy a
stroll through the Arboretum in peak bloom. Admission
and parking are free, and all sales benefit the maintenance and kids’ education programs at the Arboretum!
What you’ll find at the
nursery: A nice assortment of
spring-blooming trout lilies
(Erythronium), lung wort
(Pulmonaria), dwarf Solomon’s
seal, pig squeak, and primroses.
The nursery will also have earlyblooming bulbs, lots of sword
ferns and hostas, and a nice
array of trees and shrubs.
What you’ll find at the
greenhouse: Deciduous azalea
seedlings, propagated from
specimens on the Arboretum’s
Artful Delight: The Arboretum’s 2014 display garden
historic Azalea Way. You’ll also
was inspired by the art and home garden of renowned
find a nice selection of young
Seattle-based artist Ginny Ruffner and featured original
glass art created by Ginny especially for our exhibit. For an
camellias, rhododendrons, and
opportunity to tour Ginny’s garden and studio, see page 4.
hydrangeas, as well as lots of
uncommon perennials.

Display Garden Wins Two Awards

Hort Report: Gifts of
Cherries, Magnolias

T

he Arboretum has more
than 175 cherry trees in
its collection, many of them
planted along Azalea Way.
And we’re about to get more!
That’s according to UW Botanic
Gardens horticulture and
plant records manager David
Zuckerman. “Thanks to grant
funds awarded through the
Nationwide Cherry Blossom
Tree Planting Initiative—in
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T

he Arboretum’s collaboration with artist
Ginny Ruffner and the Museum of
Glass—the Garden of Artful Delights—won a
Silver Award and the South Sound Magazine
Editor’s Choice Award at the Northwest
Flower & Garden Show in early February.
Congratulations to our design team (Bob Lilly,
Phil Wood, and Rhonda Bush) and to everyone who worked so hard to make the garden
a reality. A special thanks to Ginny for her
spectacular contribution and to the Museum
of Glass, which granted Ginny a special residency in early January to create new, original
artwork for the display.

Garden Stewards
Season Kicks Off

T

he Garden Stewards program recruits volunteers to
help Arboretum staff maintain
planting beds in the Pacific
Connections Garden and along
Azalea Way. The stewards kicked
off their 2014 season in March
with a plant-potting session
in the big greenhouse, a work
party in the Cascadia Forest,
and more. Stewards commit to
working a minimum of 24 hours
from March to November. Each
month through May there will
be two Thursday work sessions
and one Saturday session in the
Pacific Connections Garden, as
well as one Tuesday session and
one Saturday session on Azalea
Way. Commencing in June, the
number of weekday sessions will
increase: Work parties will be

held every Tuesday on Azalea Way and every Thursday in Pacific Connections.
All sessions run from 9 a.m. to noon. If you’d like to become a steward or find
out more, please email Rhonda Bush at rhondabush@comcast.net or call her
at 206-941-2550.

Our 2014 giveBIG Campaign

T

he Seattle Foundation’s giveBIG is an
annual, daylong, online giving event, now
in its third year. Last May’s event raised just
under $20,000 for the Arboretum. This year,
the Foundation is hoping to increase awareness about this special day of giving—and
the Arboretum’s dependence upon donated funds—with a two-week-long
yard sign campaign along roads and trails in the Arboretum. The signs will
feature fun facts about the Arboretum and educate visitors about the importance of private donations to sustaining this special place.
This year’s giveBIG is on Tuesday, May 6, and it’ll be a great day to give
to the Arboretum Foundation! Because of a $10,000 matching gift
from a generous donor and pro-rated matching funds from the Seattle
Foundation, your donation will go even further toward helping our mission.
For information on how to donate to the Arboretum during giveBIG, visit
www.arboretumfoundation.org.

Foundation Mourns Loss of Jan Whitner

T

he Arboretum Foundation would like to acknowledge the passing of Jan
Whitner. She died peacefully at home on December 7 after a two-anda-half year battle with ovarian cancer. She was 64 years old. Jan was a very
accomplished Seattle garden creator and writer, who from 2007 to 2013
edited our quarterly magazine, the Washington Park Arboretum Bulletin.
She put together many beautiful and memorable issues of the Bulletin and
was a wonderfully warm person to work with.
“I first came to know Jan when she volunteered for the Seattle Chinese
Garden and became the head of its horticulture committee,” says Foundation
executive director Paige Miller. “When I first came to the Foundation in 2007,
the Bulletin editor position was vacant and hiring a new editor was one of my
first assignments. It was our good fortune that Jan agreed to apply for the job
and accepted the position. She was such a gentle but persuasive person and
brought such passion and dedication to the job. We have lost a gentle soul, a
marvelous gardener and writer, and a dear friend.” d

Sign Up to Receive GroundWork Via Email

G

roundWork is printed on 100-percent post-consumer recycled paper—
but if you’d like to help us cut down on the energy needed to produce
the publication (not to mention our overhead), you can now sign up to
receive it electronically, via email. Just notify our communications manager Niall Dunne at ndunne@arboretumfoundation.org that you’d like the
paperless version of GroundWork, and each quarter, we’ll send you a highquality PDF of our newsletter. As an added incentive, the electronic version
of the newsletter will be in full color!

What’s
Happening
Early Bloomers Plant Sale
Saturday, April 12, 10 am—2 pm

FlorAbundance Spring Plant Sale
Warren G. Magnuson Park, Bldg. 30
Saturday, April 26, 9 am—5 pm
Sunday, April 27, 10 am—3 pm
Member Pre-Sale

Friday, April 25, 5—7:30 pm

Arboretum Foundation Annual Meeting
Wednesday, June 18, 5—8 pm
Arboretum Walks & Talks
First Thursdays, 4—6:30 pm
April 3, May 1, June 5
Arbor Circle, Legacy Circle,
Steward-level members, plus guests

—Ongoing Events—
Arboretum Plant Sales

Pat Calvert Greenhouse: Year round.
Plant Donations Nursery: April—October
Purchase plants at the Arboretum Shop
Open daily 10 am—4 pm
Volunteers present

Greenhouse: Tuesdays/Thursdays
10 am—Noon
Nursery: Wednesdays/2nd Saturdays
10 am—2 pm

Guided Arboretum Walks (Free)
Every Sunday, 1—2:30 pm
GVC lobby
Call 206-543-8800 to confirm
Master Gardeners Clinic
Saturdays/Sundays, Noon—4 pm
GVC lobby

Native Plants Study Group
4th Mondays, 10 am—Noon
All events occur at the Graham Visitors Center
unless otherwise noted. Call 206-543-8800 for
information on Arboretum events; 206-543-8801
for family and youth education programs or
guided walks; 206-685-8033 for adult learning
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Sign Up for a Spring or Summer Adventure

T

his spring and summer—thanks to the generosity of our collaborating donors—the Arboretum
Foundation is coordinating several opportunities
for Arboretum supporters to meet and greet in a unique
and fun setting. These adventures were offered to guests
at our Opening Night Party in February, and some spaces
remain available. For more information or to sign up, contact the Arboretum Foundation office at 206-325-4510 or
email Sheila Beer at sbeer@arboretumfoundation.org.
Guided Hike: The Gravelly Prairies
of South Puget Sound—Saturday, May 17

Join experienced field botanists Daniel Mount and Randall
Hitchin for an exploration of the gravelly outwash prairies of
South Puget Sound, between Tacoma and Olympia. These
species-rich grasslands are a riot of color during the spring
bloom period, and they harbor some of our state’s rarest
wildflowers. You and your fellow adventurers will follow an
easy, 3- to 4-mile route through this floral spectacle. Along
the way, you will discover firsthand the geology, ecology,
and botany that tell the fascinating story of these threatened
ecosystems. Cost: $75 per person. Lunch is included.
Guided Hike: Burroughs Mountain, Mount Rainier
National Park—Saturday, July 26

Join experienced mountaineer Paul Smith and field botanist Randall Hitchin for an odyssey through the wildflower
wonderlands and alpine tundra of Borroughs Mountain, in
Mount Rainier National Park. You and your fellow adventurers will follow a 7.5-mile route with an easy-to-moderate
grade through this floral spectacle. Along the way, enjoy
numerous botanical rarities, including pussy toes, Indian
paintbrush, opposite-leaved saxifrage, and several species
of penstemon—not to mention some of the most majestic

Ginny’s Garden: A scene from artist Ginny Ruffner’s home garden
in the Ballard neighborhood of Seattle. Sign up for our unique summer
party at Ginny’s home and studio, and help support the Arboretum.

and awe-inspiring views of the northeast face of Mount
Rainier. Cost: $75 per person. Lunch is included.
Summer Party: At the Studio and Home
Garden of Artist Ginny Ruffner—Thursday, July 31

In the words of garden writer Val Easton, “Multimedia
artist Ginny Ruffner’s home and garden are an exuberant,
mind-blowing party.” Ginny lives, creates art, and gardens
in a restored commercial space in historic Ballard. “My
garden is my oasis, it frees my soul,” she says, and she invites
her fellow Arboretum supporters to join her for a summer
evening party and tour of this magnificent space. This highenergy evening of wine-tasting and hors d’oeuvres is an
experience not to be missed! Cost: $125 per person.
Thank you! We are grateful to Daniel Mount, Paul Smith,
and Ginny Ruffner for making these experiences possible. d

New Members —The Arboretum Foundation welcomes members who joined during the period of November 26 to April 2.
Mary Petty Anderson
Sharon Barton
Lisa Bauer
Linda Berry
Peter Blomquist and
Ann Meyrich
Jenever Burns and
Lori Hager
Nancy Campbell
Adam and Samantha
Chapman
Tracy Collins
Lenore Cote
Pat and John Davis
Mr. and Mrs. William T.
Deibel

Karen DeLucas
Betsy Donworth
Giao Duong and Carl
Schwaegler
Judy A. Eng
Jessica Farmer
Mr. Helen Farrell
Linda Findlay
Mr. and Mrs. E. Peter
Garrett
Scot Gibson and
Matthew Brooks
David and Lori Gibson
Harold Gillies
Marilyn Glenn and
Steve Tatham

Susan and Russell Goedde
Jason Gruber
Hylton and Lawrence Hard
Mary Heim
Gail Hongladarom
Amanda and
Andrew Hosch
Jarlath Hume
Mary Gin Kennedy
Sigrid Knight
Amanda H. Koch
Susan Kuebler
Maria La Ganga and
Keith Harmon
Jim Lambert
Erin Lea

Robert and Jennifer
Liebreich
Dennis Lindell
Andy and Sara Litt
Mary Livengood and
Christiaan van Vliet
Ellen Look and Tony
Cavalieri
Cheryl Lubbert and
James Gerlach
Richard McDonald
Kathryn Neal
Jon Nielsen
Keri Ohrt
Kirsten Quinn
Kerry Quinn

Suzanne Ragen
Dan and Jeri Reiner
Mrs. Pat Reynolds
Eve Rickenbaker
Andrea and LaVar Riniker
Cyrus Shahrivar
Dennis Shaw and
Julie Howe
Jacqueline Sherris
Fred and Ellie Silverstein
Stephen and Janet Slack
Robert and Iris Smaus
Craig Wacker and
Amy Sprague
Natalie and Wayne
Suyenaga

Deborah Teagardin
Jo Ann Waldron
Lindsay and Francis Wall
Michelle C. Walter
Sharlene and Herbert
Welsh
Stephen Whitner
Peggy Yeakel
Diane Zahn and Mark
McDermott
Wetlands and Woodlands
Wholesale Nursery
Northwest Horticulture
LLC / Etera
Washington Women’s
Foundation

To renew or enhance your membership, please call 206-325-4510 or visit www.arboretumfoundation.org.
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Opening Night Sells Out!

F

or the first time in its 26-year hisreach out to a new audience. An artwork of
Special thanks to this year’s
tory, our Opening Night Party at the
Ms. Skinner’s creation, along with a stay in
Opening Night sponsors
NW Flower & Garden Show—held
the couple’s Santa Fe home, were two highNW Flower & Garden Show
this year on February 4—sold out! What’s
lights of our exciting live auction.
Saltchuk Resources, Inc.
more, because of the wonderful attendance
Foundation board members Iris Wagner
Museum of Glass
and the tremendous success of our silent
and Sherrey Luetjen served as event coShadowcatcher
and live auctions, we more than doubled
chairs. Aided by an extremely hard-working
K&L Gates
PACCAR
the money raised for the Arboretum at last
committee and our board of directors, they
Holland
America
Line
year’s event!
succeeded in streamlining this year’s party,
The Berger Partnership
In keeping with the “Art in Bloom” theme
procuring enticing auction items, and
Blackrock
of the 2014 Garden Show, our party celattracting a full house of ticket buyers.
Hoshide Wanzer Williams
Chateau Ste Michelle
ebrated art and artists—in particular Ginny
Thanks to all of you who came to the
Ruffner, who collaborated with us on our
party and supported the Arboretum. A
display garden (see page 2) and added her unique energy and special thanks to our event sponsors; the many individuals
spirit to the party. Ginny’s good friends David and Catherine
and businesses who generously contributed to our auction;
Eaton Skinner served as honorary co-chairs, helping us
and our incredible volunteers! d
Top left: Previewing the Gardens:
Guests enjoy a first look at the displays
in the Garden Show.
Top right: Green Screen:
Catherine Eaton Skinner (far right) and
company pose in front of a green screen
image of the Arboretum display garden.
Bottom left: Friends of the
Arboretum: Nancy Belcher (center)
with Ann and Daniel Streissguth.
Bottom right: Collaborating
Artist: Ginny Ruffner
arrives at the party via Segway.
Photos by Mike Penny/EVENT PHOTOS NW
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Thanks to Our Units!

volunteer vine

the Arboretum for a service
project.
Maureen is an active
Our unit volunteers lend a lot of
Garden Steward, and her unique
support to the work that we do as a
party allowed her daughters and
Foundation. Their contributions are
friends to see what her volunteer work
often less visible than those of other
is all about, and why she chooses
volunteers, because unit members
to give her time and energy to this
are not necessarily at the Arboretum
special place. The seven women spent
doing their work. For example, one
two hours weeding at Pacific Conof our largest, most active units has
members in Gig Harbor, Tacoma, Port Birthday Weed Bash: Garden Steward nections, and followed that with some
Orchard, and the surrounding areas. Maureen DiGiacomo (second from right) and birthday treats and a tour by Rhonda
friends partying in Pacific Connections.
Bush. If you would like to plan a
In February, members of 14 units supservice project around a birthday or
ported our efforts at the NW Flower &
other special occasion, please contact Megan Meyer at
Garden Show in the following ways:
mmeyer@arboretumfoundation.org or 206-577-0549.
• Helped build the display garden
• Were docents for the display garden
• Staffed the Foundation’s information booth
• Volunteered at the Opening Night Party & Auction
• Attended or helped put together a table for Opening Night
• Donated wine or other items for the auction
• Volunteered at the Display Garden Plant Sale

Our sincere thanks for your help! For information about
joining or starting a unit, please contact Megan Meyer at
mmeyer@arboretumfoundation.org or 206-577-0549.

A Special Birthday Celebration

Rather than planning a typical birthday party, Maureen
DiGiacomo invited her friends and family to join her at

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities—Volunteer at

FlorAbundance and help the Arboretum Foundation put
on the biggest plant sale in the Pacific Northwest! We are
calling on all our wonderful volunteers to lend a hand.
There’s a role for everyone: Bake desserts for the Member
Pre-Sale & Party; help set-up tables and vendor merchandise; staff the Foundation’s information table; be a
check-out marker; help load plants into people’s cars as
a porter; and more. We have open shifts from Thursday,
April 24 through Sunday, April 27. Contact Megan Meyer
at 206-577-0549 or mmeyer@arboretumfoundation.org
for more information. d

What’s In My Garden d

JIM OLSON, Pat Calvert Greenhouse Volunteer
What is in your garden this season? I enjoy growing vegetables in my backyard garden. I also took
over the family garden at my dad’s house across the street. On March 15 this year, I started
tomato seeds and flower seeds for my nephew’s backyard wedding. I will start peppers, onions,
lettuce, and more flowers soon.
What is your favorite season to garden? Spring is always my favorite time of year. I look forward to
growing plants in my greenhouse and watching nature come back to life.
Can you recommend a good gardening or nature book? I’ve found Growing Vegetables West of the Cascades by Steve
Solomon to be helpful in maintaining my hope to be totally organic.
When did you start volunteering at the Arboretum? While checking out the plants for sale outside the Graham Visitors
Center one day, I noticed Ann O’Mera coming from the greenhouses and struck up a conversation with her to find
out more about the work she was doing. Ann gave me a tour of the Pat Calvert Greenhouse and told me about the
volunteer program. That was in the spring of 2013, and I’ve been involved ever since.
What is your favorite thing about volunteering at the Arboretum? I have found volunteering at Pat Calvert Greenhouse
to be fun and educational. A highlight has been learning to do grafting this year. Through my volunteer experiences
with the Arboretum Foundation and with 4H, where I’ve been involved for more than 15 years, I’ve come to understand the importance of volunteers. Volunteers are the heart of many organizations. d
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UWBG Events & Classes

2300 Arboretum Drive East
Seattle, WA 98112-2300
Tel: 206-325-4510 Fax: 206-325-8893
info@arboretumfoundation.org
www.arboretumfoundation.org

Practical and Creative
Landscape Design
Monday/Wedsnesdays,
May 5 to 21, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Center for Urban Horticulture (CUH)
3501 NE 41st Street

Office Hours: M-F, 8:30 am–4:30 pm
Graham Visitors Center/Gift Shop:
10 am–4 pm, daily
Information Hotline: 206-543-8800

W

hether you are looking to create
a beautiful garden, improve curb
appeal with a new front walk, create
a cozy outdoor patio, or add a water
feature to your outdoors, this class is for
you. Led by award-winning landscape
architect Kim Rooney, the fun, interactive studio class is perfect for the DIY
gardener who needs help designing their
own landscape. Bring along a real home
garden project and create garden rooms
that you can build and enjoy this spring.
Fee: $180 early-bird; $200 after April 28.

Foundation Officers

“Gentian,” by Suzanne Ferris—one of
many talented artists whose work will be
on view at the Miller Library during the
7th Annual Pacific Northwest Botanical
Artists Exhibit, from April 3 to May 3.
Artwork, prints, and cards will be for sale,
with a portion of the sales benefiting the
library. See www.millerlibrary.org.

Wednesday Walks With Wott: Azalea Way
Wednesday, May 14, 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Washington Park Arboretum

J

oin John Wott, Professor Emeritus and former Arboretum Director, in the
second of a new series of walking tours exploring the Arboretum. Learn
about the history and design of historic Azalea Way and experience its
seasonal highlights. Cost $15; $20 after May 7.

Urban Forest Symposium:
“Climate Change and the Urban Forest”
Wednesday, May 28, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., CUH

P

Arboretum Foundation

lant Amnesty’s and UWBG’s 6th annual Urban Forest Symposium will
take an in-depth look at climate change and its predicted impacts on
our city’s trees. Learn about the climatic changes expected in our region
and strategies that can be used to plan and
manage for a healthy and resilient urban
forest. Presenters will discuss climate
change projections, urban forest responses,
and what urban foresters and advocates can
New Spring Titles
on the Bookshelves! do to prepare. Presentations will be relevant
to landscape professionals, restoration
• Taming Wildflowers,
ecologists, tree care professionals, urban
by Miriam Goldberger
planners, municipal managers, and tree
• Fresh from the Farm,
advocates. Fee: $75 per person. d
by Susie Middleton
• The 20-30 Something Garden
Guide, by Dee Nash
To register for a class or tour, visit
Ten percent discount for members
10 am—4 pm daily
uwbotanicgardens.org or call 206-685-8033.

Craig Trueblood: President
Sherrey Luetjen: Vice President
Brice Maryman: Vice President
Jim Reid: Vice President
Iris Wagner: Vice President
Roger Williams: Secretary
Paul (Skip) Vonckx: Treasurer

Foundation Staff
Paige Miller: Executive Director
Sheila Beer: Development and Events
Coordinator
Jeff Boyer: Campaign and Major Gifts
Coordinator
Rhonda Bush: Stewards Coordinator
Niall Dunne: Communications Manager
Randall Hitchin: Outreach and Major Gifts
Manager
Megan Meyer: Volunteer Resources Manager
Kristin Price: Events Manager
Julia White: Operations Coordinator

Washington Park Arboretum
is managed cooperatively by University of
Washington Botanic Gardens and City of
Seattle Parks and Recreation, with support
from the Arboretum Foundation.
Ground Work is a publication of the
Arboretum Foundation.
Editor: Niall Dunne
Design: Constance Bollen/cbgraphics
Photos: AF staff or as credited

Useful Phone Numbers
Arboretum Offices/Graham Visitors
Center: 206-543-8800
Japanese Garden: 206-684-4725
Master Gardeners Hotline: 206-296-3440
Miller Library: 206-543-0415
Plant Answer Line: 206-897-5268
UW Botanic Gardens: 206-543-8616
Volunteer Info: 206-616-4890
Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper
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2300 Arboretum Drive East
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Spring 2014
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The Arboretum Foundation promotes,
protects and enhances the
Washington Park Arboretum
for current and future generations
by strengthening and building a diverse
and engaged community of donors,
volunteers and advocates.

Begin or renew a membership at www.arboretumfoundation.org

Arboretum Scene
Davidia involucrata
Dove Tree

Quite a number of familiar garden trees are connected to legend in one way or another but few
trees are “the stuff of legends” in the manner of the
dove tree. It was first seen by western eyes in 1869,
when the French missionary Abbé Armand David
encountered it in a remote part of the Chinese
province of Sichuan. For the next 30 years, the
dove tree would inspire much excitement and
drive focused efforts to bring it into cultivation.
So great was the excitement that the fabled Veitch
Nurseries sent Ernest Wilson to China with the
express instructions: “stick to the one thing you
are after and do not spend time and money wandering about.” After many adventures, including a shipwreck, Wilson returned with the prized plant. The dove tree became
well established in western horticulture very shortly after the beginning of the 20th century, and the beauty of this 50-foot
deciduous tree is no longer confined to remote regions of China. Now the dove tree can be seen along Arboretum Drive,
near the Legume collection in map grid 21-2E. In May, a pair of large white bracts surrounds each flower cluster throughout
the entire canopy, appearing as if a flock of white doves has alighted in the branches.
—Randall Hitchin, Arboretum Foundation

