


WELCOME TO 
WINTER GARDEN CARNAVALE!

T hank you for joining us for the 30th annual 
Opening Night Party in celebration of the 
Washington Park Arboretum. This evening, we take 
our inspiration from the spirit of Carnavale and the 
multi-sensory delights of the Winter Garden.

In late winter when most of the Arboretum is quiet 
and still, the Witt Winter Garden is full of color and 
scent - think fragrant witchhazels, dogwoods with 
colorful bark and stunning mahonias. As you stroll 
the display gardens this evening, find this same 
feast for the senses at our own creation - Arboretum 
Carnavale:  Wonders of the Winter Garden. This 
bright and cheery garden full of texture and con-
trast seems like the perfect fit for the “Celebration” 
theme of this year’s Festival.  

The Arboretum’s display garden at the very first 
show 30 years ago also paid homage to the Witt 
Winter Garden, which had just been rededicated 
months before.  Tonight we look back those three 
decades to honor the foresight and creativity of 
Witt designer Iain Robertson and NW Flower and 
Garden Show founder Duane Kelly - we look forward 
to sharing with you how their stories continue to 
impact the Arboretum. For some, those thirty years 
have passed in the blink of an eye, and for others 
thirty years is their entire living memory. No matter 
how long you’ve loved the Arboretum, tonight is the 
perfect chance for celebrating and supporting this 
very special place.

So now, don your mask and enjoy the wonders of 
Winter Garden Carnavale!

THIS EVENING’S SCHEDULE

5:00 PM   Champagne Reception in the Atrium
  Sign Up Experiences open

5:30 PM   Display Gardens open for viewing
  Silent Auction begins in the Garden Area

6:45 PM   Follow the Carnavale performers   
  through the Gardens to the Skybridge   
  Lobby for dinner!

7:00 PM  Dinner 
   -  Welcome                    
   -  Live auction
   -  Make A Difference
   -  Farewell

8:45 PM   Display Gardens reopen for viewing
  Auction pick-up begins at Check-in Area

9:30 PM   Display Gardens close
  Auction pick-up ends 



OUR HONORED GUESTS

DUANE KELLY is a playwright, copy editor, and 
event producer. With his company Salmon Bay 
Events, he founded the Northwest Flower & Garden 
Show and produced the show from 1988 to 2009. 
He was also the owner and producer of the San 
Francisco Flower & Garden Show from 1998 to 2009. 
Duane served on the Arboretum Foundation’s Board 
of Directors for eight years and was the Foundation’s 
board president from 1993 to 1995. During his ten-
ure, he chaired the Long-Range Planning Commit-
tee and was a strong advocate for the creation and 
funding of the Arboretum Master Plan. Duane blogs 
about writing and the arts at www.duanekelly.net. 
His new play “Visiting Cezanne” opens March 22 in 
Seattle; info at www.redrovertheatre.com.

IAIN ROBERTSON is an associate professor in the 
Landscape Architecture Department at the 
University of Washington. He is also an adjunct 
faculty member of the UW Botanic Gardens and 
represents the University on the Arboretum and 
Botanical Garden Committee. Hailing from 
Scotland, Iain received his graduate training at 
the University of Pennsylvania. His professional 
interests focus on the functional, aesthetic, and 
ecological uses of plants in design and the role of 
creativity in the teaching and practice of design. At 
the Arboretum, Iain helped redesign and expand the 
Winter Garden in the late 1980s. He also designed 
the relocated Holly Collection, worked on the design 
of the Brian Mulligan Sorbus Collection, and consult-
ed on the new Centennial Garden.

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKERS

SALLY CLARK is the Director of Regional and 
Community Relations at the University of Washing-
ton. In that role, she connects with neighborhoods 
surrounding the Seattle campus of Washington’s 
flagship university, as well as with local govern-
ment and communities all around our region. She 
is the current chair of the Arboretum and Botanical 
Garden Committee, which advises the University 
of Washington, City of Seattle, and the Arboretum 
Foundation on the management and stewardship 
of the Washington Park Arboretum. Before joining 
the staff at the UW, Sally served on the Seattle City 
Council for nine years.

CAITLIN MCHUGH is the School-Age Programs 
Coordinator at the University of Washington Botanic 
Gardens. Amongst other education programs, 
she coordinates the School Field-Trips, which 
bring more than 6,000 students from grades pre-k 
through 8th to experience the natural world in the 
Arboretum. Cait has also worked as a Naturalist at 
Discovery Park and an Education Coordinator at the 
Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute, in 
Moscow, Idaho. In her free time, she likes to go 
birding and adventuring in the parks, mountains, 
coulees, and islands of our beautiful state.



SIGN UP EXPERIENCES

ICICLE CREEK LUNCHEON AND WILDFLOWER HIKE
Enjoy a full day’s outing at the Wyatt’s mountain home 
in Leavenworth, admiring the cliffside location and ex-
ploring pristine trails that wind along Icicle Creek and up 
the canyon. A wildflower hike, led by native plant expert 
Randall Hitchin, includes options for elevation gain and 
stunning views of the canyon and its jagged peaks or a 
leisurely ramble to photograph plants and wildlife.  Work 
up an appetite for a multi-course luncheon, served at 
different vantage points on the Wyatt’s unique property. 
Views everywhere!

May 6th, 2018
Generously donated by Jenny and Scott Wyatt    
Value: $175 per person, 10 spots available
Transportation not included

AN INSIDER’S TOUR OF THE ARBORETUM
Experience the Washington Park Arboretum like you 
never have before! Enjoy a private cart tour, led by 
Arboretum Foundation Board Member Jason Morse and 
University of Washington Botanic Gardens Interim Direc-
tor Fred Hoyt. This is an exclusive opportunity to learn 
about the history and horticulture of the Arboretum 
from the people who work every day to maintain it.

September 19th, 2018
Generously donated by the Arboretum Foundation and 
the University of Washington Botanic Gardens 
Value: $100 per person, 12 spots available

A FABULOUS SUMMER EVENING WITH CHEF 
PETER LEVINE
Those of you lucky enough to get tickets last year know 
how much fun we had at The Lodge at Fall City Farms 
in the summer with Chef Peter Levine. For anyone who 
missed it, this event is an absolute must! Enjoy dinner 
and wine (paired by Chef Levine) in this idyllic venue.

“Surrounded by sprawling greenery and wooded forests, 
The Lodge at Fall City Farms offers an escape from the 
city and stunning views of Mt. Si, creating a perfect com-
bination of rustic charm and northwest elegance.“

August 1st, 2018
Generously donated by Chef Peter Levine and 
the Garvey Family 
Value: $250 per person, 40 spots available

“SECRETS OF CUH” TOUR
Venture across Union Bay to UWBG’s Center for Urban 
Horticulture to explore the behind-the-scenes botany 
that keeps the Arboretum plants thriving.  Unlock the 
labs, talk to the experts and visit hidden corners of CUH! 
This tour also includes sweet treats to enjoy before you 
explore. 

April 26th, 2018
Generously donated by the University of Washington 
Botanic Gardens 
Value: $100 per person, 10 spots available

TALAPUS AND OLALLIE LAKES WILDFLOWER HIKE
Talapus and Olallie Lakes are a great way to dip your toe 
into the Alpine Lakes Wilderness. Enjoy the beautiful 
views during a guided hike with our favorite horticultural 
guru, Randall Hitchin. For much of its length, the trail 
passes through mature conifer forest holding elusive 
woodland wildflowers while interesting aquatics bloom 
along the lake shores. Situated along the I-90 corridor 
just west of Snoqualmie Pass, the trailhead is quick and 
easy to access. The trail is 6.2 miles round trip and gains 
1,220 feet of elevation. Those who want a shorter ~4.5 
mile hike, can stop and picnic at Talapus Lake while those 
who desire can push on to Olallie Lake. Enjoy a delicious 
catered lunch during the hike.

July 14th, 2018
Provided by the Arboretum Foundation 
Value: $125 per person, 15 spots available



LIVE AUCTION ITEMS

1. MAURO GOLMARVI DINNER
Experience an unforgettable night with celebrated 
Executive Chef Mauro Golmarvi, owner of Seattle’s 
Assaggio Ristorante—recipient of numerous awards, 
including the coveted Wine Spectator Award of Excel-
lence. Mauro will create a special menu—paired with 
wine—reflecting his passion for simple, honest, and fresh 
Italian cuisine. It’s sure to be an extraordinary evening at 
the stunning Lake Washington home of Jeff Lehman and 
Katrina Russell. Open to the first 16 couples who sign up! 

Sunday, September 9th, 2018.
Generously donated by Mauro Golmarvi, 
Jeff Lehman and Katrina Russell  
Value: $500 per Couple

2. TOUR OF BROADMOOR GARDENS WITH 
CISCOE & JASON
How would you like to stroll around Broadmoor with the 
Pacific Northwest’s pre-eminent gardening guru Ciscoe 
Morris? Oh la la! This is a walking tour of several fabulous 
gardens in Broadmoor led by Ciscoe. Foundation board 
member Jason Morse of AHBL will also be on hand to dis-
cuss some of the gardens he has created at Broadmoor. 
You and 11 of your friends will tour the gardens of several 
homes then attend a lovely garden luncheon while Cis-
coe answers all your gardening questions. 

Generously donated by Ciscoe Morris, Jason Morse, Joan 
Affleck-Smith & Broadmoor Residents 
Value: $1,200

3. “SUCCULENT SIDE #64” 
AND SEAN CARLETON STUDIO TOUR
Looking for just the right piece to put in front of a large 
glass window in your home or office? A handmade 
sculpture by Sean Carleton provides a unique table 
designed to provide wonderful light for succulents. Each 
piece is one of a kind and ready to take home!

Then, create your own piece of garden art with construc-
tion guidance by Sean Carleton in his Bothell studio. 
Together you will cut, lay out and assemble a unique 
piece of art for your garden incorporating glass elements 
or found objects if you wish. Sean will share metalwork-
ing techniques and general information about his craft 
and how objects are planned and created!

Generously donated by Sean Carleton  
Value: $3,100

4. GLOBAL OPTIONS FOR A ONE WEEK RESORT STAY
Plan the perfect vacation for you and your family’s tastes 
with over 4,300 resorts in 100 countries to choose from! 
In the mood for someplace tropical? Visit the Dominican 
Republic or Aruba. How about somewhere to enjoy a 
winter wonderland? Choose Colorado or the Poconos. 
Try something new or return to an old favorite destina-
tion. RCI’s website can help you find the best vacation 
destination for your interests! Dates and location are 
mutually agreeable and based upon availability. Airfare, 
car, or other expenses not included. Dreamy! 

Expires 12/1/2018
Generously donated by Suzan Watanabe  
Value: $4,000



5. A SUITE AT KEY ARENA “STARS ON ICE”
What better way to enjoy the glamour and grace of 
Stars On Ice this May than in your own private suite for 
16 people at Key Arena? Perfect for a birthday outing or 
team event, Stars On Ice brings together a cast of our 
country’s most exciting and decorated skaters for the 
2018 tour! U.S. National Champion Nathan Chen will be 
joined by three-time National Champion and 2016 World 
Silver Medalist Ashley Wagner, two-time Ice Dance 
National Champions and three-time World medalists 
Maia and Alex Shibutani, 2017 U.S. Ladies Champion 
Karen Chen, as well as National Champion, and huge 
crowd favorite, Jason Brown. 

May 19th, 7:30 p.m.
Generously donated by a friend of the Arboretum 
Value: $1,000

6. A WEEK IN A MAUI HOME
Welcome to your home in paradise, just steps away from 
the “Jewel of Kihei” –Keawakapu Beach. Spend time snor-
keling in crystal-clear water, relax on sugar-fine sands, and 
soak in the perfect sunsets in Hawaii. When you are ready 
to leave the water, world class golf is only 5 minutes away 
in the Wailea resort area!
This recently updated, Old-Hawaii style home has 3 
bedrooms and 2 baths in a private estate of four cottag-
es with a private tennis court, surrounded by a mature, 
tropical landscape of palm trees, seasonal fruits, and 
birds of paradise. The home has a well-equipped kitch-
en, living room, dining area, lanai with BBQ, full laundry 
and a delightful, additional outdoor shower. With a max 
occupancy of 6 people, this place is perfect for 3 couples 
or a family vacation. 7 nights on mutually agreeable dates, 
excluding 11/18/18 - 11/24/18 and 12/15/18 - 1/3/19. Expires 
2/15/19.  Please call to discuss available dates as soon as 
possible since popular dates are reserved far in advance.

Generously donated by the Kitchell Family              
Value: $4,000

7. JACQUI NAYLOR & ART KHU PRIVATE JAZZ 
CONCERT
You and your friends will have the chance to eat, drink 
and be serenaded by Jacqui Naylor and Art Khu at a 
private residence in Seattle. Jacqui’s ‘acoustic smashing’ 
of the great American songbook with the classic rock 
and roll songbook brings both forms to life in a way 
never heard before, bringing the audience to its feet in 
thunderous appreciation. Her quiet and intimate take on 
jazz standards, pop classics and new originals will be a 
wonderful way to cap off a summer evening. 

Concert Generously Donated by Jacqui Naylor and Art Khu
Venue Generously Donated by John and Carol Hoerster 
 Value: $4,000

8. VERTICAL WINE TASTING & DINNER FOR 8    
WITH JANE STONECIPHER
Join Interim Director Jane Stonecipher and her wine-
expert husband Chuck for an unforgettable evening 
featuring a 3-year vertical tasting of Cayuse Syrah.   
These top-rated Walla Walla wines have a cult following, 
with a years-long waiting list!  Compare vintages from 
2008, 2009 and 2010 as they are paired with cheese, beef 
and chocolate during a multi-course dinner prepared by 
Chef Extraordinaire Jonathan Otis. A wonderful treat for 
you and 7 guests! Featuring: 2008, 2009, 2010 Cayuse 
Syrah, En Chamberlin Vineyards

Mutually agreeable date. 
Please redeem by September 30, 2018
Generously donated by Jane & Chuck Stonecipher, 
Stephanie and Jonathan Otis    
 Value: Uber-Worthy!



9. ONE WEEK STAY IN CASA VECCHIA IN 
ANGHIARI, TUSCANY WITH AIRLINE VOUCHER
Proceeds from this item benefit the Seattle Japanese Garden

Remember “Under the Tuscan Sun”? Well, Diane Lane 
won’t be there, but this restored farmhouse, perched on 
a prominent hill overlooking a beautiful Tuscan valley, is 
the perfect place for a group of friends or family to have 
a memorable vacation! Conveniently located for easy 
day trips to Florence, Pisa, the Chianti area, and 
Cortona, as well as high-end Italian designer outlet 
shopping! The Farmhouse has 6 spacious bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, swimming pool and wi-fi. This item includes 
a $2,000 voucher for airline tickets. And don’t forget to 
pick up your bottle of Italian Wine on the way out!

Farmhouse Generously Donated by Doug  & Noriko Palmer
Airline Voucher Generously Donated by Nancy Crosby              
Value: $8,000

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE ARBORETUM’S FUTURE

T onight we honor the hard work and dedication of 
several people who, more than 30 years ago, carried the 
vision of what the Arboretum means for our community 
and for future generations. 

Our Washington Park Arboretum exists today 
because of the foresight and generosity of many such 
people. You are here tonight because you also treasure this 
urban oasis and understand that its future now rests in our 
hands.

This is the time in the evening when we ask you to join the 
virtuous circle and “Think Forever - and Act Now.” Join us 
and make a difference for the Arboretum with your tax-
deductible gift.  All of the funds will be used to sustain the 
vibrancy of the Arboretum as well as support its education
programs for future generations. 

HOW TO RAISE YOUR PADDLE
Auctioneer Graham Crow will begin by asking you to raise 
your bid cards to Make A Difference at the $10,000 level. 

He will announce funding levels at $5,000, $2,500, $1,000, 
$500, $250, and $100. Your participation, at any level, will 
truly make a difference in sustaining the Arboretum – our 
public commons.

10. UNIQUE HORTICULTURAL TOUR OF 
THE AMAZON SPHERES
Enjoy an insider’s look at the new Amazon Spheres with 
Senior Manager of Horticultural Services at Amazon, 
Ron Gagliardo. Opening in January 2018 to Amazon 
employees with public tours already booked thru June, 
this is a unique chance for an early viewing of the 
futuristic glass domes that will be home to 40,000 plants 
from the cloud forest regions of over 30 countries. Hear 
the story about the Spheres’ incredible flora and de-
sign, and why they are the talk of the town. Continue 
exploring South Lake Union with a unique and delicous 
FareStart Guest Chef Dinner; tour is for 4 people.

Generously donated by Ron Gagliardo, Amazon
Value: One-of-a-Kind!



11. GARDEN TOUR AND JAPANESE TEA 
CEREMONY AT NORCLIFFE ESTATE FOR 12
Tucked up in the Highlands, the Norcliffe Gardens 
are breathtaking, as is the Japanese Teahouse on the 
property. Guests will be treated to a private tour of the 
Gardens and a traditional Omotesenke-style Japanese 
tea ceremony demonstration, where refreshments will 
be served. Mutually agreeable dates.

Generously donated by Chris & Betsy Larson   
Tea Ceremony by Kyoko Matsuda            
Value: Unique

12. SEAHAWKS STAYCATION
An all-inclusive Seattle experience, perfect for dedicated 
Seahawks fans. Enjoy two 100-level Seahawks tickets 
and get close to the action. Stadium food is fine, but with 
this package you can treat yourself to dinner and drinks 
at Elysian Fields restaurant, right across the street from 
the Stadium. Avoid the stress of downtown traffic after 
the game –stay overnight at the Mayflower Park hotel 
(valet parking included!) Seahawks tickets are good for 
a mutually agreeable home game. 

Tickets generously donated by Craig Trueblood 
Hotel stay donated by Mayflower Park Hotel 
Value: $950

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

HONOREES
Duane Kelly and Iain Robertson

OUR EVENT COMMITTEE
Carol Hoerster (Co-Chair) Jenny Wyatt (Co-Chair) 
Jane Stonecipher  Joan Affleck-Smith 
Jeff Lehman   Missy Ward
Jim Reid   Tess Forte

OUR DISPLAY GARDEN COMMITTEE
Alyssa Henry   Phil Wood 
Bob Lilly   Roger Williams 
Jane Stonecipher  Roy Farrow 
Meaghan Kapinos

ARBORETUM FOUNDATION STAFF
Alyssa Henry   Niall Dunne 
Chie Iida   Nick Magruder
Gary Wortzel   Randall Hitchin 
Jane Stonecipher  Ron Schmaltz 
Jessa Gardner   Tess Forte 
Lee Benner   Whit Carter

AND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO…

O’Louglin Trade Shows and the Northwest Flower & 
Garden Festival for generously supporting our Opening 
Night Party & Auction and for their dedication to the 
Washington Park Arboretum.

Our partners in the Washington Park Arboretum, Seattle 
Parks & Recreation and the University of Washington 
Botanic Gardens for their assistance and support of this 
event.

Graham Crow, our charming and wonderful auctioneer.

Our many volunteers, without whom none of this would 
be possible.

All of our auction donors.

And all of our guests, for their love and support of 

the Washington Park Arboretum.




